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jazayirchis to make a devour and to get across the Turks' line of retreat,
he advanced to the attack.
Soon after the battle between the Persians and Mamish Pasha and
his men had begun, the main Turkish force under Topal 'Osman arrived,
and joined in the fray. For two hours a tremendous fire was kept up by
both sides1 ; then the Persian troops, being anxious to wipe out the
memory of their previous defeat, made a furious charge and drove in the
Turkish centre. Topal 'Osman thereupon left his litter, and, having
mounted a horse, made a desperate endeavour to rally his men,2 but a.
fierce flank attack by the Abdalis caused the Turks to give way again.
The day was irretrievably lost when the brave Topal 'Osman was shot
down. The unfortunate Sar'askar's head was then cut off, stuck on the
point of a lance and taken in triumph to Nadir. The whole Turkish
army was in flight by this time, and heavy casualties were inflicted upon
the fugitives by the well-directed fire of the jazayirchis whom Nadir
had previously detached for this purpose. At a conservative estimate,,
the Turks lost some 20,000 men in killed and prisoners.8
Nadir caused Topal 'Osman's body to be recovered and sent it, together
with the head, to Baghdad for burial, in charge of a Turkish qadi named
'Abdu'l-Karim Efendi, who was one of the prisoners taken in the battle.
After the battle, Nadir ordered a force under Baba Khan Chaushlu,
the Beglarbegi of Luristan, who was then near Samarra, to cross the.
Tigris, and reoccupy IJilla, Najaf and Karbala and prevent supplies from
reaching Baghdad. As there was, apparently, no hope of relief for
Alrniad Pasha, Nadir left enough troops to blockade Baghdad while he
himself marched northwards to recover Tabriz. On reaching the town
of Bana, he learnt that Timur Pasha, on hearing of the Turkish defeat
at Aq Darband, had evacuated Tabriz and that a Persian force had re-
occupied it.* There being no longer any necessity to proceed to Adhar-
baijan, he marched southwards again in order to effect a junction with
his forces that were blocading Baghdad. He was confident that the city-
would speedily fall into his hands, but, on reaching Tuz Khurmatli,,
he received disquieting news of Muhammad Khan Baluch's rebellion.8
1 See the interesting letter which Nadir wrote to the Count of Hesse-Homburg regarding this,
battle; a French translation of this letter was sent by Lord Forbes and C.Rondeau from,
St. Petersburg to London on the 2nd/i3th February, 1734 (S.P. 91, Vol. XVI). In this..
letter, which appears to have been written towards the end of Nov., 1733, the names and
dates have suffered some distortion in the process of translation from Persian to Russian,
and from Russian to French.
•	Hanway, Vol. IV, p. 98.   Mirza Mahdi alleges that Topal 'Osman only mounted a horse ia
order to escape, but this does not seem in accordance with the Sar'askar's character.
*	No reliance can be placed upon Mirza Mahdi's figures; while, in the T.N. (p. 135), he states that
10,000 Turks were killed and 3,000 captured, he raises the number of killed to 20,000 in thet
Durrayi-Nadim (p. 137).   Hanway's figure of 40,000 killed seems far too high.
4 T.N., p. 136, and Nadir's letter to Count von Hesse-Homburg.
1 For particulars of the progress of this revolt and its suppression, see pp. 77 to 79.

